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Newsletter #140: 

What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


This is my first newsletter for 2020! I hope everyone had a pleasant “rutsch” into the 
new year. With a new year comes new opportunities and there are many on the horizon 
at the New York International. I will be going earlier than most dealers in order to 
thoroughly view the lots in the upcoming sales. I got my head start on the coins from 
Triton by visiting Lancaster for 2 days. I managed to get roughly half the auction 
viewed. I’ll do my best to get the rest viewed once there. I won’t elaborate on the FUN 
show in Florida which is primarily a U.S. coin show. That said, a few of my ancient coin 
colleagues are attending and this may be another great opportunity for collectors of 
ancient or world coin in future years. If I didn’t need to focus on the auctions in NY I 
might have flown out there. It just didn’t make sense this year. Hopefully next year it 
will work out. 


Roma ESale 66 (January 9) 

Roma will sell another 184 coins from the Stancomb collection in its 66th esale. The 
first part was very popular and brought some record prices. I expect that this will also be 
successful but a bit more affordable. For those unaware, William Stancomb’s collection 
was published in a SNG volume. Some of these coins are plate coins in that book. In 
addition to the Stancomb collection there are other interesting coins. All together over 
1400 lots. 


An opportunity for Judaean coins/medals for collectors - Kiinker’s Samel Collection 
(March 17) 

Fritz Rudolph Kiinker will be holding a special auction on March 17th in Osnabriick of 
Jewish coins and medals. This collection has a special history that is detailed on the first 
pages of the catalog. I’m attaching a link to it below for interested persons. As a Jewish 
woman whose family was personally affected by Hitler and the Nazis, this is a story that 


https://mailchi.mp/2486D73b7fb/whats-new-at-shanna-schmidt-numismatics-inc-1373509?... 1/8/2020 










What's new at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Page 2 of 5 


spoke to me. I have a special place in my heart for Jewish coins and more so for the 
stories behind these collections. Goldberg also has a nice Jewish collection coming up in 
NY. Kiinker’s auction will only enhance the Goldberg auction by creating additional 
opportunities for collectors. The one interesting thing I noticed is that the Samel 
collection is missing one major piece, a Year 5 Shekel from the First Revolt. This is 
available through Goldberg. Check out lot 2070. It is a very rare menorah/show table 
bronze coin. A very interesting piece of history. 

Here is a link to the catalog. I will be viewing this collection in NY next week and will be 
happy to share my notes with anyone that is interested. I plan to either fly in for the 
auction if I don’t get everything viewed in time or phone bid. Please get in touch if you 
are interested. 

https://www.kuenker.de/data/kataloge/Kuenker 224 Preview-catalogue.pdf 


Upcoming Trade Show - The New York International Coin Show (January 10-19) 

I will be exhibiting at the show for the second year now at booth 1601. The show will be 
a great place to get some super deals from dealers domestically and internationally that 
attend. I’m putting a link to the schedule below. There are a lot of interesting talks and 
meetings that are available to collectors. It isn’t just about buying coins so please take a 
peek. 

http://www.nvinc.info/index.php 


Auctions taking place in New York the week of the NY International 


Heritage Auctions (5 sessions from Jan 12-13) 

Heritage will offer over 2,300 world and ancient coins in their upcoming NY auctions. 
The Signature floor auctions attract bidders but the ever popular Platinum Night brings 
everyone out. I routinely bid on the floor for Platinum Night and I am usually in and out 
of the Signature floor sessions. Heritage has done a lot for the ancient and world dealers 
by converting over collectors of U.S. coins to ancients. For this I am ever grateful. With 
the good however comes the not so wonderful. Heritage routinely encapsulates all of 
their coins. This is fine with me but for the purists in the hobby it means having to crack 
coins out of their “prisons”. For me I find it incredibly difficult to view coins for 
Heritage. The room is typically too dark for viewing and the encapsulation makes it 
utterly impossible to see the edges or the finer details. If there is a scratch on the plastic 
that impacts the viewing of the coin. That said, I welcome any customer that wants to 
bid in the Heritage sales. They do have good coins on offer. I just want to be honest with 
my customers that I can not guarantee that I won’t see something that is amiss with the 
coin. Now the folks at Heritage may not like me being critical of their auctions but until 
NGC guarantees authenticity and stands by their grading we are at an impasse. 


The New York Sale (collaboration of the firms Goldberg’s, Markov, M&M USA and 
Sovereign Rarities) - Jan 14 (ancients portion only) 

The New York Sale is composed of three different auctions but I will discuss the January 
14th sale of ancients right now. This auction is composed of 260 lots of which 144 are 
from a Judaean collection. The Judaean collection has the coveted Year 5 Jewish Revolt 
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shekel. These don’t come around so often. There are only 14 known specimens of the 
shekel so this is one that is sure to be popular on the floor. There are also several bronze 
coins that while not as exciting are in great condition and difficult to find as complete as 
they are here. They also have 11V2 (yes there is a V2 of one) Abu Jara or large bronze 
types in this sale. Typically we might see one or perhaps two in an auction. I’ve never 
seen 11! Also included are some wonderful shekels from the Bar Kochba revolt, as well as 
countless Zuzim and Roman provincial coins from Judaea. This is certainly an auction to 
check out if you collect any kind of Judaean coinage or are interested in coins from the 
Holy Land. 


Triton XXIII (Jan 14-15) 

This year’s Triton sale will be the first with Mike Gasvoda as their commander in chief. 
Mike’s imprint on CNG has been omnipresent and all in positive ways. Eric and Victor 
did an amazing job growing the company and together with Mike now they are headed 
in a positive direction. Changing with the times, introducing new auction formats 
online and exploring new areas of coins to sell. I also happen to think that CNG has a 
great group of folks that run their Lancaster offices (although I’m still questioning why 
Lancaster doesn’t offer more sidewalks.long story!). 

Triton has four sessions and features two major collections: Matthew J. Curtis and Jack 
Frazer. Since I’ve viewed the first 600 lots I noticed many of the Curtis coins and they 
are in a word, phenomenal. The late Dr. Curtis (he was an ophthalmologist) had a 
wonderful eye. His selection of coins mirrors in many ways that way I buy. I love the 
aesthetic appeal of coins first and foremost. I always have an eye on pedigree (he did 
too) and the occasional rarity. Mr. Frazer amassed a collection of coins that were both 
extremely early (pre-500 AD) and modern (500-1900 AD). Mr. Frazer was highly 
influenced by Victor England and considered him his mentor buying based on historical 
and aesthetic appeal. 

Triton is also offering several coins from the Jonathan Rosen collection, including an 
Eid Mar (cover coin and lot 620). There are additionally a fantastic group of early 
electrum from the Rosen collection. Aside from the Greek there are good opportunities 
in the Roman and world sections. British hammered coins continue to be a good buy at 
the Triton auctions due to their specialists in London. 


Stack’s Bowers Ponterio Auction (Jan 17) 

Like Goldberg and Heritage, SBP has a series of sessions but I will just focus on the 
ancient auction taking place on January 17. There are 493 lots. Like Heritage, most of 
the ancients are encapsulated. So again, viewing can be difficult. Also like Heritage 
however, the coins usually come from auctions where they were sold unslabbed. This 
makes viewing easier if you did your homework prior. What I like about SBP and 
Heritage is that you can bid on the floor or in the privacy of your own room. Online 
bidding is made very easy and doesn’t cost more to do so this is extremely helpful when 
you might not have time to be present. 


Baldwin’s of St. James (Jan 19) 

While they don’t have a ton of ancient coins on offer, Baldwin’s of St. James does have 
an auction worth consideration. There are 34 ancient coins at the beginning of the 
auction. BSJ has the unfortunate auction position of January 19, the last day of the NY 
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International, when most of the folks have one foot out the door. I know this feeling 
when Gemini was pushed to that spot after years of being on Tuesday evening. Unless 
one has an incredible auction it is hard to get people to stay on. That said, one can 
always view and then bid online so please don’t ignore this auction because of their 
unfortunate placement! 


Coin of the Week 

IRELAND. Hibero-Norse. Phase III. Dubin Mint, c. 995-1150 AD 

AR Penny, 0.96g (17mm, 9h). +IIITII + RIIGIIDIE, head left,:: on neck / +III DIDII+II 
IDII, long cross with hand, two pellets and 8 in angles 

Pedigree: Ex Demerete Collection, Ex Stacks Bowers 20 August 2013, lot 34901 

Price: $2,150 

References: SCBIBM139; SCBC 6133 
Grade: Lovely iridescent toning. EF 

WC1014 



Buy Coin 


The Hibero-Norse coinage is the first locally produced coinage in Ireland. The types are 
modeled quite closely to the coins ofAethelred II, the King of England from 978-1016 AD so 
roughly the same time period. The coins were not meant to be a contemporary imitation of 
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Aethelred’s coinage, but rather a type that would be recognized by the northern European 
traders and accepted as good payment. 

The coinage was important until after the Battle of Clontarf in 1014 when the Irish people 
considered them independent from any foreign powers. The Norse powers tended to use the 
coinage more than the Irish and therefore the coinage became less important to the daily lives 
of the communities. 

There were seven phases of the Hibero-Norse coinage until it finally died out completely in 
1150. In 1169/70 the area was overtaken by the Normans, who were Norse Vikings that had 
settled in the area of Normandy in France. 


https://www.shannaschmidt.com/world/ireland-hibero-norse-phase-iii-dubin- 

mint-c-995-ll50-ad?rq=wcioi4 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 
shanna@shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 
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